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This publication is an abridged version of St. Philip’s School’s full Return to School Plan.
Visit stphilipsbemidji.org/covid-19-school-information to read the full text and updated information.

Bemidji Catholic Community
St. Philip’s School

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” 
Romans 12:12

St. Philip’s plans to resume in-person instruction this fall. Teachers, staff, administrators, and committees have been hard at work 
applying the guidance and direction from various agencies to assure the safest start to in-person learning for the 2020-2021 
school year. The very foundation of St. Philip’s Catholic School is a small, community of people working together to provide 
a rigorous, Christ-centered education. While we can never guarantee absence of illness, we feel prepared and confident to 
welcome students back to school this fall. We will continually scrutinize this plan. We expect to enhance, amend, and adjust 
our protocols to best serve our staff, students, families, and parish community.

Facial Covering
Governor Walz’s mandate requires all occupants (5 years 
or older) to wear a facial covering. Students and staff will 
wear face coverings when in shared public areas outside of 
their cohort groups or when social distancing is not possible.
Our intention is to apply this requirement as realistically as 
possible knowing that during classroom instruction this will 
be flexible. Accommodations will be made for students and 
staff who have medically documented needs that prevent 
wearing a facial covering.
• Any visitor entering the building must wear a facial covering.
• A facial covering will be provided upon entrance should 

a student, staff member, or visior fail to adhere to this 
requirement. 

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

Learning Protocols
• In-Person Learning:  St. Philip’s will provide in-person,  

on-campus learning for the 2020-21 academic year 
to most students. In an effort to reduce the number of 
children and adults each child interacts with throughout 
their day, students will be divided into cohorts. Students 
will have lunch, recess, etc. with their cohort. These cohorts 
will also be used for Noah’s Ark.

• Temporary Individual Absence Due to COVID-19 
Exposure: Families will work with the school to transition 
from in-person learning to distance learning if/when a 
temporary individual absence is necessary.

• Individual Distance Learning: Individual Distance 
Learning will be implemented for individual students who 
will be best served in this manner. Individual distance 
learning will be a semester at a time. This could change 
at the principal’s discretion based on the family’s 
circumstances.

• Schoolwide Distance Learning: Distance learning may 
be implemented if local, regional, or statewide COVID-19 
metrics warrant a suspension of in-person learning.

Monday, August 31: Meet the Teacher—PreK, Kprep, Kindergarten and new students will choose a 
time to meet their teacher and bring their supplies. Returning students will meet with their teacher 
the first day of school. More information will follow.
Tuesday, September 1: First School Day (students in grades K-8) as originally planned. This 
short week will be a great opportunity for teachers, staff, and students, to refine practices and get 
comfortable with protocols.
Monday, September 7: No School – Labor Day
Tuesday, September 8: Students in PreK2 and KPrep will begin their first full day of school.
Wednesday, September 9: Students in PK3 will begin their first full day of school.

Living Our Faith
The celebration of Mass, liturgies, and prayer, which are 
integral pieces to a Catholic education, will remain a priority.  
Procedures are in place so that we can still safely gather for 
these events.

IMPORTANT DATES



Health & Screening Protocols  
• Parents must screen their students each day at home and 

complete health screening form. (Form will be provided.)
• All students, staff, and visitors who enter the building will 

participate in a health screening (temperature check and 
questionnaire if not done ahead of time).

• Students with temperatures at 100.4 or above may not 
attend school.

• Parents/Guardians are to report to administration and/or the 
school office if their students has symptoms of COVID-19, 
a positive test for COVID-19, or had close contact with 
someone with COVID-19 in the past 14 days.

• We will rely on guidance and recommendations from state 
and local health departments. 

Busing (may be restricted or unavailable)
Transportation will be provided from Bemidji Area Schools. 
How this plan is going to work will depend on their scheduling. If 
possible, parents are encouraged to transport their child even if 
bus transportation is available. Reducing the number of children 
on buses will help the ISD31 Transportation Department apply 
its protocols.

Late Arrival
• It is very important now more than ever, for students to arrive 

by 8:30 a.m. 
• If arriving after 8:30 a.m, students must enter through Door 

#1 and head directly to the school office for a late pass.

Morning Dropoff
• Students may arrive beginning at 7 a.m.
• ALL STUDENTS must be dropped off at Door #3 (Beltrami Ave. 

Entrance). Parking Lot Door is not available for drop off.
• Students will enter at Door #3 on Beltrami Avenue. When 

students enter the building, they will immediately be directed 
to wash their hands with soap and water.

• Staff will conduct temperature checks as students arrive. 
Students with temps >100.4 may not attend. 

• Students will be assigned a designated spot to sit once they 
arrive. Students will be sitting with their siblings or students 
from their cohort.

• No electronic devices, toys, or balls from home allowed. Cell 
phones will need to remain in backpacks. Students need to 
bring a book to read or finish up homework.

• Students will be dismissed at 8:00 a.m. to their classrooms.
• School begins at 8:30 a.m. (depending on transportation)
• Parents may not accompany students into the building.

Health and Hygiene
• Students are required to have their own water bottle. Water 

bottle fillers have been added to each floor.
• High touch areas and whole room disinfecting will occur daily. 

Common spaces will be sanitized before and after use, and 
the playground will be sanitized after each recess group. 

• Schedules have been adjusted to ensure proper sanitation 
between classes and movement of students.

Covid-19 Information: Jana Norgaard, 218-444-4938 | jnorgaard1@stphilipsbemidji.org
Communication: Maryhelen Chadwick, 218-441-4906 | mhchadwick@stphilipsbemidji.org

Questions?

Afternoon Pickup Directions

Afternoon Pick Up
• Families will select a pick-up time (3, 3:15, 3:30 or 3:45 p.m.). 

Students not picked up by 3:45 will go to Noah’s Ark.
• Follow designated pick-up path (above).
• Display assigned pick-up number on rear view mirror. Staff 

will call classrooms.
• Children will exit Door #2 and go directly to your vehicle.

Noah’s Ark
• Noah’s Ark will operate from 3:45-5:30 p.m.
• Students will be grouped by their school cohort.
• Noah’s Ark families will call the Noah’s Ark phone number in 

advance of their arrival.
• Staff will walk students to Door#2 for pickup.

Visitors
• Due to mitigation strategies, admittance into the building will 

be limited.
• Visitors must sign into the Parish or School Office.
• Parents/Guardians will not be able to walk their students to 

class or wait for them in the Narthex.
• Do not visit campus with any signs of illness.


