
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

     Merry Christmas! 
 

     ñThe angel said unto them, óDo not be afraid;  for behold, I proclaim to you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city of 
David a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a 
sign for you:  you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger.ô And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the an-
gel praising God and saying: óGlory to God in the highest and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favor rests.ò 
     My thanks go out to all of you who have worked so hard to prepare for our 
Christmas Liturgies. I want to thank Linda Wolf, our Liturgy Director, Sue Smith 
and company who work so hard at the decorating, Larry Mack, Greg Allen and 
Jim Shaw our maintenance staff, all our musicians, cantors, choirs, and all of 
those who shared in ministries. 
     This time of year always affords a chance to count our blessings. As you 
know, I had a bit of an early Christmas present this year with a truly blessed 
sabbatical experience. I soaked up the beautiful days of September, the best 
we had all summer, wriote a paper and enjoyed fall at the lake. Then I experi-
enced God with a depth I had never known before during my Thirty-Day Silent 
retreat. Thank you for giving me that opportunity and for all of your prayers 
while I was away. You were in mine every day. 
     In this Year of the Priest, I am grateful for the ministry of  my brother priests 
Fr. Tony and Fr. Bill, especially for their labors while I was away. As Vocationôs 
Director, I give thanks for Craig Vasek, Adam Hamness, Matthew Regan, Brian 
Kuyawa, Gabe Mooney and George Noel, our seminarians. 
     One of my/our greatest blessings is our AMAZING STAFF at St. Philipôs 
Parish/School and Holy Spirit Newman Center.. Things were running so well 
when I returned I thought they might have decided to rent out my office. I am 
very grateful for their extra efforts this fall.  
     Finally, as you read this letter, know that you are one of the blessings I am 
counting. Thank you for your witness of faith and for inviting Fr. Tony and me 
into your life. Thank you for your prayers, your support for the ministry of St. 
Philipôs and all the Christmas cards, gifts and treats. May the Wonder-
Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, and Prince of Peace pour out his grace 
upon you and yours throughout this  Christmas Season. 
 

In Christ, 
Fr. Vincent 

 



 

St. Philipôs Church 
218-444-4262 
FAX 218-444-1381 

www.stphilipsbemidji.org  

 

Parish Staff:  
Pastor:  
     Fr. Vincent Miller         ext. 102 
 

Parochial Vicar:  
     Fr. Antony Fernando   ext. 106 
 

Parish Administrator:  
 Terry Jones               ext. 108 

 

Bookkeeper:  
 Kermit Erickson            ext. 103 

 

Director of Development:  
 Jodi Maki                    ext. 105 

 

Director of Music & Liturgy:  
 Linda Wolf                 ext. 104 

 

Director of Preschool, 
Elementary, & High School 
Religious Formation:  
       Kris Jensen 
 218-444-5849 
 

Director of Youth Ministry/Middle 
School Religious Formation:  
 Abbie Kohler               ext. 107 

 

Secretaries:  
 Rose Johnson           ext. 100 
 Tammy Johnson        ext. 101 
 

Facility Maintenance:  
       Supervisor: Larry Mack 
       Maintenance Support Staff:  
 Greg Allen &  Jim Shaw 
 

St. Philipsôs School Staff: 
 

Principal:  
 Carol Rettinger       444-4938 
 

School Secretaries:  
 Debra Olson 
 Heidi Fladeboe 
 Denise Kern 

 

Sister Parishes:  
 

St. Charles Pennington  
Summers Only 

 

Holy Spirit Newman Center  
BSU/NWTC 

1701 Birch Lane NE 
218-444-4762 

       Fr. Antony Fernando,  
 Parochial Vicar 
       Barry Cervenka, Coordinator 
 

St. Philipôs Clothing Depot 
Manager:  
        Norma Himmelright 
        218-444-3835 
Tues, Wed, Thurs  9:30AM-3:00PM 

 

Diocese of Crookston:  
 

Victim Assistance Coordinator:  
        Louann McGlynn 
        218-281-7895 

 lmcglynn@crookston.org 

Monday December 28:  
  8:30 AM Mass +Greg Gits  
 by the Youso family 
   9:00 AMð9:00 PM Adoration/Chapel  
      

Tuesday, December 29:  
  6:00 AMð12:00 PM Adoration/Chapel  
12:10 PM Mass Special Intentions for  
 JEO & HEO 
              

Wednesday, December 30:  
  8:40 AM Mass +Wendelin Feneis 
 by Don & Joan Klobe 
   

Thursday, December 31:   
Parish office closes early  
  5:30 PM Mass +Nova Roberts 
 By Linda & Ray Kaluza 
  6:30 PMð12:00 AM Adoration/Chapel  
 
 

 
 

Friday, January 1:  
Parish offices closed  
  8:30 AM Mass +John Seitz 
 by his family 
10:30 AM Mass (Neilson Place)        
 

Saturday, January 2:   
  8:30 AM Mass Poor Souls in Purgatory  
 by Cele & Margaret Maus 
  4:00 PM Reconciliation  
  5:30 PM Mass +Helen Van Camp 
 by Jeanette & John Halcrow 
        

Sunday, January 3:  
  7:30 AM Mass For the People 
  9:00 AM Mass +Paul Kunze  
 by Sharon & Bob Zarrett 
10:15 AM Baptism Class/Kateri 
11:00 AM Mass  +Alice Arnold Messman 
 by Bessie Burget 
 

 

Monday, December 28:  
1 Jn 1:5-2:2 ǒ Ps 124:2-6 
ǒ Mt 2:13-18 
Tuesday, December 29:   
1 Jn 2:311 ǒ Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6  
ǒ Lk 2:22-35 
Wednesday, December 30:   
1 Jn 2:12-17 ǒ Ps 96:7-10 
ǒ Lk 2:36-40 
Thursday, December 31:   
1 Jn 2:18-21 ǒ Ps 96:1-2, 11-13 
ǒ Jn 1:1-18 

Friday, January 1:   
Nm 6:22-27 ǒ Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8  
ǒ Gal 4:4-7 ǒ Lk 2:16-21 
Saturday, January 2:  
1Jn 2:22-28 ǒ Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 
ǒ Jn 1:19-28 
Sunday, January 3:   
Is 60:1-6 ǒ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 
ǒ Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 ǒ Mt 2:1-12 

BIBLE  READINGS  FOR  THE  WEEK  OF D ECEMBER  28-JANUARY  3 

THIS  WEEK  I N THE  PARISH  


